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THE STATE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT / THE UNIVERSITY OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK


Office of Vocational and Educational Services For Individuals With Disabilities (VESID)

Buffalo District Office, 508 Main Street, Buffalo, New York  14202

Tel.:  716-848-8001


Toll Free:  1-888-652-7062

Fax:  716-848-8103


TTY:  716-848-8105


FACTS ABOUT VESID, IN TWO MINUTES OR LESS…
What is VESID?

VESID stands for “Vocational & Educational Services for Individuals with Disabilities” and is a program within the NYS Education Department. 
What does VESID do?

VESID provides vocational rehabilitation services to assist individuals with disabilities, including students transitioning from high school, to become employed.  Services vary depending on what each individual needs, but can include vocational counseling and guidance, assistance with training and employment, job placement, job coaching and other related services such as assistive technology.
Who is eligible for VESID services?

Many students who have an IEP may be eligible for VESID services, but not all students classified by the CSE qualify for VESID.  Additionally, students with disabilities who fall under Section 504  but are not classified, may also qualify for VESID.  Unlike special education services at the secondary level, VESID in NOT an entitlement program.  Therefore, students must apply for services. An individualized eligibility determination is made for each applicant , based on the nature of his/her disability, and its functional limitations related to employment.  
How are services through VESID determined and delivered?

Once a student is determined eligible for VESID, s/he will work with a Vocational Rehabilitation Counselor to develop an Individualize Plan for Employment (IPE). This plan outlines the employment goal, steps to achieve it and necessary services and supports that will be arranged through VESID.
Does VESID cost anything?

No, VESID is funded by state and federal tax dollars.  A limited number of VESID services may depend on financial need (such as college sponsorship), although all SSI recipients are exempt from need considerations.  Even if a student’s family has high income, s/he may have special circumstances that enable the student to meet financial need , so it’s worth having all students apply to be sure.

How can I help students who might benefit from VESID?

Make sure they and their families know about VESID, and if they are interested, complete and send us a Transition Referral Transmittal Form for In-School Youth. Include most recent tri-annual testing, IEP, transcript and any vocational assessments.  Referrals are typically made  1 to 1 ½ years before a student graduates from high school.
What if I or my students have more questions about VESID?

Contact VESID at the address /phone numbers listed above for more information, or to find out  the VESID liaison to your high school. There is a VESID counselor assigned to every school, who will help you.
